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Program Description
If we don’t know where we were yesterday, how can we make an informed 
decision on where to go today? That, in a nutshell, describes the importance  
of history. It’s a story of all our yesterdays — a been-there, done-that record  
of humankind’s activities that not only fascinates but also teaches with 
proven authority. Through our B.A. in History program, you will be the  
person who not only looks back into the past but learns its lessons,  
furthering your insight into the present and the what ifs of tomorrow.

In addition to acquiring knowledge from texts, you will learn through class 
discussions, debates, and a senior thesis project, simultaneously developing 
your critical thinking, research, and writing skills and gaining an education 
in logic and reasoning. Elective courses will allow you to customize your  
course of study based on your interests. You could also double-major 
or minor in a complementary field of study.

The study of history is one of the central disciplines of the liberal arts and  
provides a classic mode of learning because it explores real people and events. 
That’s why a history degree is a tremendous asset in the fields of journalism, 
education, government, and law. 

Career Growth
According to Encoura, the leading research and  
advisory firm focused exclusively on higher education, 
some of the most popular history careers are going  
to see significant growth in the 10 years leading up  
to 2027.
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Sample Courses 
• Foundations of the Western World

• History of Science

• United States to 1865 

• United States Since 1865

• Modern Chinese History

• Colonial Latin America 

• Modern Russia and the Soviet Union

• Environmental History

All students are encouraged to demonstrate an 
intermediate proficiency in a foreign language,  
either through a placement test or by passing  
2000-level courses.

Study Abroad 
Through our study abroad program, you will visit the places 
where world-changing historical events took place. While 
studying about history in the classroom makes you knowl-
edgeable, an immersion in the actual settings where history 
was made brings it alive. Living in a foreign culture is also 
incredibly mind-broadening as you learn to adapt to  
a whole new set of customs and a different lifestyle.

The day-to-day, deep immersion in your study abroad  
location will also give you the priceless opportunity to  
practice a foreign language in a way that could never  
be replicated here in the United States.

We offer year-long and semester-long programs as well  
as two-week intersession study abroad trips for groups  
of 10 to 12 students and a faculty member. With the two-
week intersession trips, you can earn up to six credits  
toward your degree.

We offer study abroad in more than twenty regions around  
the world. Our students have gone to Great Britain, France, 
Spain, Dubai, Romania, China, Russia, Italy, and Honduras, 
among many other places in the world. Like so many of  
our students, you may want to spend your time abroad  
at our stunning satellite campus in Prato, Italy, located  
in the Tuscany region and just 15 minutes by train from  
one of the most historically and artistically fascinating  
cities in the world — Florence.
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History faculty love 
this discipline, in part 
because it allows us to 
answer big questions 
about human rela-
tions, other cultures, 
and the physical world. 
Student-centered 
teaching through the exploration of themes 
such as democracy and justice in class and 
in assignments helps students see what 
makes us so passionate about the events  
that took place in past times and the people 
who figured so strongly in them. Informal 
and formal writing assignments allow 
students to communicate in writing the 
findings of their investigations and critical 
analysis. The broad base of knowledge  
and skills they get from studying these  
disciplines opens the door to a wide range 
of career opportunities. At least 50 percent  
of our students have continued on to complete  
graduate degrees.”

“ 

BRETT MCCORMICK, Ph.D. 
Professor  •  Chair, Division of Humanities  
Ph.D. in History  •  Cornell University 
M.A. in History  •  Cornell University 
B.A. in Asian Studies  •  SUNY Stony Brook
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5 Reasons to Choose the University 
of New Haven for History

Our flexible program allows you to select a course of study related  
to your interests. Combine your interest in history with training  
from our extensive range of professional programs, or deepen  
your knowledge by continuing on to graduate study.

You’ll have a chance to engage in faculty-mentored research, an 
opportunity that undergraduates in large universities seldom have.

Small class sizes — our instructors will know you by name and give 
you the individual attention that fosters a deeper, more satisfying 
learning experience. A small class setting is also ideal for opening  
up stimulating exploratory discussions.

Our robust study abroad program will coax you out of your  
comfort zone and into year-long, semester-long, or two-week- 
long sojourns in the region of your choice. Our satellite campus  
in stunning Prato, Italy, in the Tuscany region is one of our most 
thrilling destinations.

You’ll sharpen your critical thinking ability and research and  
writing skills as you gain a firm grounding in logic and reasoning — 
essential qualities for success in many fields, especially law.
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About Us
The University of New Haven, founded on the Yale campus  
in 1920, is a private, coeducational university situated on  
the coast of southern New England. It’s a diverse and vibrant 
community of more than 7,000 students with campuses 
across the country and around the world.

Within our colleges and schools, students immerse them-
selves in a transformative, career-focused education across 
the liberal arts and sciences, fine arts, business, healthcare 
and health sciences, engineering, public safety, and public 
service. More than 100 academic programs are offered, all 
grounded in a long-standing commitment to collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, project-based learning. 

At the University of New Haven, the experience of learning 
is both personal and pragmatic, guided by a distinguished 
faculty who care deeply about individual student success.  
As leaders in their fields, faculty provide the inspiration  
and recognition needed for students to fulfill their potential 
and succeed at whatever they choose to do.

For more information,  
or to arrange a visit, contact

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
 203.932.7319
 admissions@newhaven.edu
 newhaven.edu

Your Success  
Starts Here 


