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Program Description
Marine Affairs is an interdisciplinary field that studies the relationships  
between humans and the marine environment with the goal of achieving 
sustainability of marine resources as well as social and environmental justice.

Marine Affairs professionals work to develop better policies and manage-
ment strategies to address the many complex issues related to human uses 
of the world’s coasts and oceans. Examples of some of the major issues 
we are currently facing include natural resource decline, pollution, climate 
change, and impacts of coastal development.

When you pursue a career in Marine Affairs, you will play an integral role in 
finding better ways to educate and inform the public about these issues and 
potential solutions.

Career Growth
According to Encoura, the leading research and  
advisory firm focused exclusively on higher education, 
some of the most popular marine affairs careers are 
going to see significant growth in the 10 years  
leading up to 2027.
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Get the Hands-On Fieldwork that  
Impresses Employers
These programs place a strong emphasis on field research. Our location  
in Connecticut is ideal for marine and environmental science students, 
giving them a wide diversity of fascinating ecosystems to explore.  
Outside of the classroom, you’ll get fresh-air, first-hand experience in:

• Our five-acre salt marsh property along Long Island Sound

•  Inland wetlands, lakes, and streams

•  Forest systems

•  The White Mountains of New Hampshire

•   The Gerace Research Center on San Salvador Island in the Bahamas

What I enjoyed most about the Marine Affairs program at the 
University of New Haven was the wide range of topics we covered 
in class and the fact that the program is organized in a way that 
gives students a chance to dig deeper into topics that interest 
them, such as, in my case, coastal policy and management. This 
major prepared me well for my current job with the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection because the policies  
I learned gave me a strong background and a quick grasp of the 
regulations I deal with on a daily basis. My favorite part  
of Marine Affairs is that this field gives students a wide variety  
of career choices so everyone can find their own path!”

“ 

DEVON BLAIR ‘19 
B.A. in Marine Affairs

Dive Into Your Success
Your Area of Expertise:  The places where humans 
interact with the marine environment coastal zones, 
ports, harbors, fisheries, etc., and the complex issues 
that arise from those interactions

Where You’ll Work:  The private sector, academia, and 
government positions, working on marine policy, marine 
law, marine economics, marine resource management, 
marine media relations, marine law enforcement, coastal 
conservation and development, and marine-related 
business ventures

Your Job Titles:

• Coastal or Marine  
Planning Specialist 

• Coastal or Marine  
Policy Specialist

• Coastal or  
Environmental  
Management  
Specialist

• Marine Resource  
Economist

• Marine Social Scientist

• Marine Environmental 
Educator

• Environmental Journalist

• Maritime Lawyer

Internships
Students can gather a wealth of knowledge from books, lectures,  
and field and lab work, but nothing completes and complements  
that knowledge like learning on the job in the real world.

The University of New Haven considers internships to be a highly  
desirable component of the education process, so we encourage  
our students to seek them out, even though an internship is not a  
requirement. We strive to successfully match an intern with the most  
appropriate work environment. It’s also a given that all parties in the  
relationship — the student, the faculty, and our internship contacts — 
must devote significant time to make it successful. This balancing  
act, when achieved, results in a quality internship that can develop  
a strong future employee.

There are numerous ways to develop and participate in an internship. 
Working through the internship coordinator, we make every effort to 
ensure the internship experience is a meaningful one.

Here is a list of the sites where students have interned:

• Cold Spring Harbor Fish Hatchery

• Connecticut Audubon  
Coastal Center

• Connecticut Department of  
Environmental Protection

• Dolphin Cove (Florida)

• Lehigh Valley Zoo

• Mystic Aquarium

• National Marine Fisheries  
Service — Milford Laboratories

• New Jersey DEP Trout Hatchery

• Norwalk Maritime Aquarium



About Us
The University of New Haven, founded on the Yale campus  
in 1920, is a private, coeducational university situated on  
the coast of southern New England. It’s a diverse and vibrant 
community of more than 7,000 students with campuses 
across the country and around the world.

Within our colleges and schools, students immerse them-
selves in a transformative, career-focused education across 
the liberal arts and sciences, fine arts, business, healthcare 
and health sciences, engineering, public safety, and public 
service. More than 100 academic programs are offered, all 
grounded in a long-standing commitment to collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, project-based learning. 

At the University of New Haven, the experience of learning 
is both personal and pragmatic, guided by a distinguished 
faculty who care deeply about individual student success.  
As leaders in their fields, faculty provide the inspiration  
and recognition needed for students to fulfill their potential 
and succeed at whatever they choose to do.

For more information,  
or to arrange a visit, contact

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
 203.932.7319
 admissions@newhaven.edu
 newhaven.edu

Your Success  
Starts Here 

1 Students start major coursework in their first year. That’s 
uncommon. Most other schools insist on a year or two of prerequisites  
first. Our programs put you on the fast track to success.

2 High-Impact Practical Learning. Nothing sets you up for success 
like doing things for yourself. Students take the theory they learn 
in class and put it into practice through a number of hands-on 
learning opportunities, including: 

• Service learning courses. Students gain first-hand experience by 
putting their skills to work for the community.

• Study abroad. Students choose either semester-long programs 
at schools in Australia, South Africa, and Scotland or shorter-term, 
faculty-led programs in Alaska, Cape Cod, and New Hampshire.

• Faculty-mentored research. Students work with faculty either 
during the school year or over the summer through grant-funded 
projects. They often present their work at scientific conferences.

3 Magnificent field sites. The Banca Salt Marsh is an incredibly diverse, 
ever-changing ecosystem in Branford, Connecticut, and is owned by 
the University. It’s a prime location for student field exercises and 
research projects. We also maintain a partnership with the Gerace 
Research Center on San Salvador Island in the Bahamas, where our 
students routinely take courses and engage in research.

4 An opportunity to study at the Isles of Shoals, made possible  
by the Bartels Scholarship. This group of small islands and tidal 
ledges, six miles off the coast between New Hampshire and Maine, 
is home to 256 species of invertebrates, 139 species of algae, 49 
species of fish, and 145 species of birds as well as a prestigious 
marine laboratory. Read about one student’s experiences at: 
newhaven.edu/shoals.

5 Career and graduate school placement. Our students experience  
a high rate of success after graduation in landing employment or 
admission to graduate schools, including law schools. They hold 
positions at a wide range of private- and public-sector organizations, 
including nonprofits, federal and state government agencies, 
research institutions and universities, aquaculture companies, 
aquariums, private companies, and the Peace Corps.

Reasons to Choose Marine Affairs


