
Program Description
Government at the local, state, national, and international level is of the 
most powerful forces impacting people, communities, and the industries 
that are part of our everyday lives. What happens when that force meets —  
and sometimes collides with — the people’s will? You will explore that  
gripping question, with its constantly changing answers, in our B.A. in  
Political Science program.

As a political science major at the University of New Haven, you will cultivate  
an understanding of the complex political systems and their major players,  
and then you will investigate how and where you can make an impact, whether 
that’s leading change, fighting for justice, bridging differences, or building 
community. You will do research with real policymakers, join the University’s 
award-winning Model United Nations team, or pursue a variety of exciting 
internships in Hartford, Washington, D.C., or New York City.

These intensive learning experiences in and out of the classroom will  
develop your leadership skills, sharpen your critical thinking ability, and 
enable you to network and make valuable contacts that can last through- 
out your career and your lifetime. All of this will open up a wide range of  
job opportunities in the public, private, and not-for-profit private sectors.
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Career Growth
According to Encoura, the leading research and  
advisory firm focused exclusively on higher education, 
some of the most popular political science careers are 
going to see significant growth in the 10 years leading 
up to 2027.
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Study Abroad
Through our study abroad program, you will get an up-close look at the political systems 
of other countries and how they differ from ours. While studying about international affairs 
and diplomacy in the classroom makes you knowledgeable, actually experiencing what 
you’ve studied brings that knowledge to life. We consider study abroad so important to your 
development that we require students to complete at least one study abroad experience. 

While you’re abroad, you’ll take several academic courses and pursue a hands-on  
experience outside of the classroom that ties in with your interests. For example, our 
faculty-led Study Abroad France-Switzerland-Belgium program allows students to 
experience life in Paris for a month while learning about and experiencing the world of 
diplomacy, culture, and migration. We also offer London-Berlin-Brussels, Ukraine-Italy, 
and Japan-China as well as study abroad at our beautiful satellite campus in Prato, Italy.

Internships
The University of New Haven considers internships to be a critical component of the 
educational process. We strive to successfully match an intern with the most appropriate 
work environment, with the understanding that all three parties in the internship relation- 
ship — the University of New Haven, the student, and the internship location — need to 
devote significant time to make it work. This balancing act, when achieved, results in a 
quality internship that can develop a strong future employee. Political Science students 
have interned at:

•  The White House

•  The office of U.S. Senator  
Richard Blumenthal

•  The office of U.S. Senator  
Christopher Murphy

•  Wilson Center think tank

•  Washington Institute for  
Near East Policy think tank

•  The office of the mayor of  
West Haven, Connecticut

•  The office of State Senator  
Edward M. Kennedy, Jr.

Sample Courses
•  American Government and Politics

•  International Relations

•  Modern Political Analysis

•  Political Theory:   
Ancient and Medieval

•  Political Theory:   
Modern and Contemporary

•  Comparative Political Systems:  
Asia, Europe, Latin America, or  
the Middle East

•  Political Parties

•  Legislative Process

•  The American Presidency

•  Elections and the Public Will

•  Internship in Legal and Public Affairs

•  Campaign Management:  Internship
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The Politics of It All
Our program immerses you in all the ways that politics 
permeates our society:

•  Study American government and politics at the local, 
state, and federal levels.

•  Examine U.S. foreign policy, public interest groups, 
judicial behavior, and international law.

•  Compare the political systems of other countries  
to the United States.

•  Learn the impact the United Nations has on 
international relations and conflict resolution.

•  Study complex, often controversial political issues  
such as immigration and terrorism.

•  Use current events as a lens to study history and  
foreign policy.

•  Explore the complex relationship between the  
president and the media.

•  Explore the influence that various people and  
positions have on politics.

I have always had an interest in politics and government but never 
really considered political science as a major until I learned about 
the program at the University of New Haven. From internship 
opportunities to Model United Nations to programs working closely 
with the local government, it was immediately clear to me that this 
was where I belonged. I am now working in the office of U.S. Senator 
Richard Blumenthal, a position I would not have or even pursued 
without my experiences in the program.”

“ 

ROBERT GRANOTH ’17 
B.A. in Political Science  
Scheduling Correspondent & Press Assistant  
for U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal



6 Reasons to Choose the  
University of New Haven  
for Political Science

 
The integration of theoretical knowledge with high-impact practical 
experiences to develop career skills of critical thinking and writing, 
problem-solving, effective communication of thoughts and ideas, 
and the ability to interact socially with a diverse audience

Small class sizes, so your instructors know you by name and  
give you the individual attention that leads to a more in-depth  
and enjoyable learning experience

A robust study abroad program, which coaxes you out of your  
comfort zone and into semester-long or short-term sojourns in  
the region of your choice, will let you experience, day to day, the  
political systems of other countries while studying international 
affairs and diplomacy

Exciting internships in places of political power and influence, such 
as the White House, offices of U.S. senators, think tanks, and offices 
of state and local officials

The opportunity to conduct faculty-mentored research in the fully 
funded Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship

The chance to engage in the University’s award-winning  
Model United Nations and Model G-20 programs

About Us
The University of New Haven, founded on the Yale campus  
in 1920, is a private, coeducational university situated on  
the coast of southern New England. It’s a diverse and vibrant 
community of more than 7,000 students with campuses 
across the country and around the world.

Within our colleges and schools, students immerse them-
selves in a transformative, career-focused education across 
the liberal arts and sciences, fine arts, business, healthcare 
and health sciences, engineering, public safety, and public 
service. More than 100 academic programs are offered, all 
grounded in a long-standing commitment to collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, project-based learning. 

At the University of New Haven, the experience of learning 
is both personal and pragmatic, guided by a distinguished 
faculty who care deeply about individual student success.  
As leaders in their fields, faculty provide the inspiration  
and recognition needed for students to fulfill their potential 
and succeed at whatever they choose to do.
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For more information,  
or to arrange a visit, contact

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
 203.932.7319
 admissions@newhaven.edu
 newhaven.edu

Your Success  
Starts Here 


