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Program Description
Sport management is one of the most dynamic and enjoyable career choices  
today. From the inception of our program more than 25 years ago, the University  
of New Haven has sought to create a unique and challenging environment for 
aspiring sport executives. We created a program conceived of and embedded  
in the Pompea College of Business. Our focus has always been business and 
how to harness the power of business training to create a tough and demanding 
curriculum to help students become the best trained future business executives.

What position will you play? With a degree in sport management and the busi-
ness skills that go with it, you have a number of career options. Picture yourself 
in one of these high-octane areas:

•  Professional sport leagues  
and franchises

•  Stadium and arena management

•  Corporate fitness centers

•  Intercollegiate athletics

•  Sports media industries

•  Sporting goods merchandising

•  Sport marketing  
management companies

•  International and national  
sport governing bodies 

We are proud of the fact that the University of New Haven Sport Management  
program was the first to be licensed and accredited by the State of Connecticut. 

Sample Courses

• Development of American Sports
• Management of Sport Industries
• Sport Industries and the Law
• Sport Facility Management
• International Sport Management
• Financial Mgt Sport Administration
• Sport Marketing
• Sport Event Management
• Event Execution Capstone

• Internship

The University of New Haven’s College of  
Business programs are accredited by AACSB, 
which is the hallmark of excellence in business 
education. AACSB accreditation places the 
University of New Haven among the top five 
percent of the best business schools around  
the globe. 



Alumni Profiles
Sierra Whitlock 
 B.S., Sport Management, ‘19 

MBA, M.S. in Sport Leadership ‘21, 
Virginia Commonwealth University

“The Sport Management program  
at the University of New Haven  
is a special experience. The  

professors are invested in your success and take the  
time to build relationships throughout your time on  
campus. Their connections throughout the industry  
allow for engaging guest speakers, an amazing mentor 
program, and unique opportunities for students to grow 
their network. I am grateful to the program for setting  
me up for success!”

Will Cornelio  
B.S., Sport Management, ’19

“The sport management faculty 
members have seen and done so 
much in their careers, and they are 
capable of helping all students find 
their own paths. They connect with 

students as soon-to-be professionals.”

Cornelio’s favorite memory was working on his capstone 
project, “The RSO Flag Football Showdown.” Collaborating 
with five of his classmates, Cornelio developed, planned, 
and executed a successful event that raised money for 
United Way’s 100 Day Challenge to End Homelessness in 
Greater New Haven.

“It was a challenging, yet fun and exciting, experience that 
gave us a chance to show what we have learned. It also 
prepared us to work in the field.”

“The professional staff members at the University of  
New Haven care deeply, and they are willing to help  
students find their own paths to success. The connections  
and resources the University has to offer make it an  
excellent choice for anyone interested in a career in  
the sports industry.”

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVENPOMPEA COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

of employers indicate their primary purpose for 
sponsoring interns is to recruit entry-level talent.

of employers report higher retention rates for  
new hires with internship experience versus those  
with no experience.

Did You Know?

76% 

83%

Faculty Insights
Ceyda Mumcu, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor and Chair

“It is important that when you wake 
up in the morning you look forward 
to going to work — work that you 
are passionate about — so I tell  
my students to gain as much 
experience as possible during their 

college education and also to build a network. Internships, 
part-time and seasonal jobs, and volunteer work are great 
ways to not only help you gain experience in the industry 
but also help you identify the kind of job you want to have 
when you graduate. Thanks to the strong connections we 
have with industry professionals in New York, Connecticut, 
and Massachusetts, our students have a lot of opportunities 
for such work and many chances to network with top- 
level industry professionals.”

Kimberly L. Mahoney,  
Ph.D., CVP
Associate Professor

“My background enables me to  
bring the industry right into the 
classroom and opens up some 
pretty lively discussions in which 

students get a real feel for what the industry is like. I’ve 
also designed my courses to give students firsthand 
experience with real-world projects. That kind of practice 
prepares them to make an immediate impact in the industry. 
Nothing is more rewarding to me than knowing I have 
inspired students or helped them get where they want to 
go. That is the core of what I do and why I’m here.” 

High-Impact Education
Experience-based learning is a hallmark of the University of New Haven, 
so the possibilities for students to discover an interest in a field and gain 
experience in it are almost endless here. There are four pillars of experi-
ential learning at the University: study abroad, academic service learning, 
faculty-mentored research, and internships. Sport Management students 
have a wide range of opportunities in these areas and beyond.

Sport Management majors interested in studying abroad can do so at 
any time, but many choose the spring semester of their junior year. Quite 
a number of our students study abroad at the University’s breathtaking 
satellite campus in Tuscany, Italy. Sport Management students have also 
undertaken internships all over the world as part of their international 
experiential learning. Many of these experiences are custom-designed  
to meet student career interests.

Our students shine in the local community as well, applying the informa-
tion they learn in class to real-life situations through service learning 
projects. Projects have included preparing an in-depth marketing plan 
and execution steps for a prestigious sports organization, conducting 
market research for another well-known sports organization, and  
developing a sponsorship proposal for a major corporation.

Faculty-student collaborative research is another defining charac-
teristic of the University’s Sport Management program and has been 
for over 30 years. Partnering with faculty on projects enables students 
to add high-level, real-world research to their résumés. Some recent 
collaborative efforts have involved working on The Connecticut Open, 
doing research on Rugby Sevens, and a thesis project on the likelihood 
of success for a National Hockey League expansion team.

Our Professional Enrichment 
programs are where our 
students hone their networking 
skills. Through the program’s 
co-curricular activities, students 
meet and network with business 
leaders and executives and 
attend seminars and forums 
dealing with professional readi-
ness and/or current work-related 
issues and strategies. 

The Sports Industry Club offers additional networking and professional 
development opportunities. Students participate in networking events 
with University faculty in the Sport Management Department as well 
as with alumni and industry professionals. Club members gain practical 
experience by planning and executing events, tournaments, and trips  
on and off campus. 

Internships
As a student in the program, you will receive specialized training  
in areas such as sports marketing, finance, facility management,  
and event management — which are integrated into the program  
through the comprehensive 
internship requirement. The 
University believes that although 
students can obtain a wealth  
of knowledge from books, 
lectures, and guest speakers, 
nothing completes that  
knowledge like learning  
on the job in the real world.

You will find quality internship 
opportunities here. The University 
of New Haven’s location in the New York/Boston corridor is one of the 
best in the nation — the region is jam-packed with sports franchises 
and other sports and recreation-related businesses. Many of our interns 
become permanent hires at these companies.

These are some of the high-profile companies at which our sport  
management students have interned:

•  Boston Celtics

•  Boston College, Athletics

•  Bridgeport Islanders

•  Comcast  Spectacor

•  Connecticut Sports Center

•  ESPN

•  Hartford Yard Goats

•  Madison Square Garden

•  Major League Lacrosse

•  Major League Soccer

•  National Hockey League

•  National Lacrosse League

•  National Women’s Soccer League

•  NBC Sports

•  New York Knicks

•  New York Mets

•  New York Red Bulls

•  New York Yankees

•  NFL Network

•  Octagon

•  Prudential Center

•  Special Olympics

•  WWE

•  Yale University, Athletics

•  YMCA /JCC

•  Women’s National  
Basketball Association



Why Choose the  
University of New Haven 
for Sport Management?

The degree’s solid grounding in the Pompea College of Business.  
In fact, the University of New Haven has one of the oldest sport  
management programs in the U.S. that has been continually  
housed in a business school.

Our location in the New York/Boston corridor, which contains  
a high concentration of sports franchises and other sports and  
recreation-related businesses.

A strong network of industry contacts and a national advisory 
board composed of sport management executives and experts.

A robust internship program, with sites ranging from the Greater 
New Haven area to international locations, as well as a mentoring 
program that connects students with sport industry professionals.

A focus on experiential learning and career enhancement, supported 
by the Executive-in-Residence program, our engaged alumni, and 
numerous industry executives who visit campus every year.

Dedicated faculty with extensive industry and consulting experience 
who personally advise every student.
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About Us
The University of New Haven, founded on the Yale campus  
in 1920, is a private, coeducational university situated on  
the coast of southern New England. It’s a diverse and vibrant 
community of more than 7,000 students with campuses 
across the country and around the world.

Within our colleges and schools, students immerse them-
selves in a transformative, career-focused education across 
the liberal arts and sciences, fine arts, business, healthcare 
and health sciences, engineering, public safety, and public 
service. More than 100 academic programs are offered, all 
grounded in a long-standing commitment to collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, project-based learning. 

At the University of New Haven, the experience of learning 
is both personal and pragmatic, guided by a distinguished 
faculty who care deeply about individual student success.  
As leaders in their fields, faculty provide the inspiration  
and recognition needed for students to fulfill their potential 
and succeed at whatever they choose to do.

For more information or  
to arrange a visit, contact

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
 203.932.7319
   newhaven.edu

Mary Miller, Director of the Undergraduate  
Experience for the Pompea College of Business

 MMiller@newhaven.edu

Your Success  
Starts Here 


