
Program Description
The forensic science program at the University of New Haven was one  
of the first in the country. Established in 1975 by Dr. Henry C. Lee, it is  
widely recognized as one of the best in the world. It is also one of only  
a few that have earned full accreditation by Forensic Science Education  
Programs Accreditation Commission (FEPAC), the accrediting body of  
the American Academy of Forensic Sciences. 

As a forensic science major at the University of New Haven, you will learn  
to help solve tough criminal and civil cases by using science and technology  
to uncover evidence that can “testify” in court. In class, in the lab, and in  
mock crime scenes on campus, you will:

•  Learn to interpret physical evidence, provide objective insights, and  
become adept at the intricate science of forensics. 

• Use the latest crime-solving resources and equipment while staying  
up-to-date on continually changing techniques and new developments. 

• Work in interactive internship programs throughout the U.S. or engage 
 in faculty-mentored research projects. 

• Develop an uncommon degree of dedication and tenacity as you become 
part of a legacy started by famed investigator Dr. Henry C. Lee over  
40 years ago.
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Career Growth
According to Encoura, the leading research and  
advisory firm focused exclusively on higher education, 
some of the most popular forensic science careers are 
going to see significant growth in the 10 years leading 
up to 2027.
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Resources and Facilities 
Students in our program work in facilities that are so advanced they are a 
go-to resource for law enforcement agencies in Connecticut and around the 
globe. The $14 million Henry C. Lee Institute of Forensic Science is packed  
with the latest in crime-solving resources and equipment:

State-of-the-Art Laboratories, virtual crime-scene training modules, 
and classrooms to train police, lawyers, investigators, and students in new 
concepts and practices in forensic investigation

Sophisticated Forensic Technologies such as ground-penetrating radar  
for locating buried bodies and evidence, a high-intensity laser for bullet 
trajectory reconstruction, portable instrumentation for analysis of chemical 
and biological matter, and a teleforensic satellite internet system

A Forensic Crisis Management Command Center, where criminal 
investigators connect via satellite with local, state, and federal law enforcement, 
FEMA, and other government agencies to share time-sensitive forensic 
information. This technology enables those in law enforcement to solve crimes 
by examining and discussing evidence in real time, even though they are not 
physically present at the crime scene.

Choose Your Focus – 
Biology or Chemistry
The primary disciplines used in forensics are biology 
and chemistry, with physics, computer science, and 
mathematics also playing major roles. Our curriculum 
allows you to focus on either biology or chemistry or 
to double major. It is, however, recommended that 
students consider other options, such as our such  
as our dual degree programs linked to our M.S. in 
Chemistry or M.S. in Cellular & Molecular Biology.

You’ll also have the opportunity to choose upper-level 
elective courses in specialized forensic disciplines  
such as:

• Forensic Medicine

• Criminalistics

• DNA Analysis

• Drug Analysis

• Forensic Chemistry

• Imprint/Impression 
Evidence

• Forensic Pathology 

• Crime Scene 
Investigation

• Fingerprint Analysis

• Wildlife Forensics

• Forensic Investigations  
for Human Trafficking

• Investigations into 
Animal Cruelty
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Distinguished Faculty 
with Extensive  
Industry Relationships
From traditional forensic lab disciplines such  
as DNA analysis, toxiciology, and drug analysis,  
to fingerprints, firearms,  and crime scene analysis,  
the instructors in the forensic science program  
are some of the best in the field. And, they come 
equipped with a long list of current industry 
relationships. Professional relationships translate  
into exceptional in-the-field experiences for students. 
Each of these learning experiences will also be an 
opportunity for you to build a network that will  
serve you for your entire career. 

  Our students are taught by people who not only know the discipline 
but also have real-world experience in crime scene processing, case 
work, and testimony. In addition, the University of New Haven 
has a very robust advising system, both at the university level and 
within the forensic science department. Thanks to that — and our 
small classes — it is very hard to fall through the cracks here.”

“ 

VIRGINIA M. MAXWELL 
Associate Professor, Assistant Dean 
Department of Forensics 
D.Phil. in Physical Chemistry  •  Oxford University 
B.Sc. (Hons) in Chemistry  •  Liverpool University



Internships
Internships allow students to take what they learn in the classroom and 
apply it in the field — with guidance from trained professionals who 
work with the application of such skills on a daily basis. In addition to the  
benefits of applying lessons learned in class, you will have the chance to 
network and make contacts. The more people you know, or who know 
you, the easier it will be for you down the road. Forensic science students 
have completed internships at:

• Anne Arundel County PD 
Crime Lab

• Boston PD Crime Lab Unit

• Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF)

• Calif. Dept. of Justice

• Calif. DEA Lab

• Conn. State DNA Collection Unit

• Conn. State Police Forensic Lab

• Conn. State Toxicology Lab

• DEA Northeast Laboratory

• DEA, Washington, D.C.

• Dept. of Defense, DNA Registry

• Dept. of Pathology, 
Yale School of Medicine

• FBI, New Haven, Conn.

• FBI Lab, Washington, D.C.

• Mass. Dept. of State Police

• Manhattan Homicide Squad

• Nassau County Crime Lab

• Nassau County PD Scientific 
Investigation Bureau

• Naval Criminal Investigative 
Services (NCIS)

• N.H. State Police Crime Lab

• N.J. Forensic Technology Center

• NYPD Lab

• N.Y. State Police Crime Lab

• P.A. State Police Crime Lab

• Philadelphia Forensic 
Science Center

• Philadelphia ME Office

• R.I. State Crime Lab

• San Diego County Crime Lab

• San Francisco PD Crime Lab

• State of Conn., Office of Chief ME

• U.S. INS

• U.S. Secret Service  
Forensic Services

• Westchester County DPS 
Ballistics Unit

About Us
The University of New Haven, founded on the Yale campus  
in 1920, is a private, coeducational university situated on  
the coast of southern New England. It’s a diverse and vibrant 
community of more than 7,000 students with campuses 
across the country and around the world.

Within our colleges and schools, students immerse them-
selves in a transformative, career-focused education across 
the liberal arts and sciences, fine arts, business, healthcare 
and health sciences, engineering, public safety, and public 
service. More than 100 academic programs are offered, all 
grounded in a long-standing commitment to collaborative, 
interdisciplinary, project-based learning. 

At the University of New Haven, the experience of learning 
is both personal and pragmatic, guided by a distinguished 
faculty who care deeply about individual student success.  
As leaders in their fields, faculty provide the inspiration  
and recognition needed for students to fulfill their potential 
and succeed at whatever they choose to do.

Scan the QR Code or visit: 

newhaven.edu/forensic

For more information,  
or to arrange a visit, contact

Office of Undergraduate Admissions
 203.932.7319
 admissions@newhaven.edu
 newhaven.edu

Your Success  
Starts Here 


